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AMENDED ORDER AND GUIDANCE OF THE  

ORANGE COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER 

[REVISED 3/18/2020] 

 

Pursuant to California Health and Safety Code sections 101040, 120175, and 120175.5 

(b), the Orange County Health Officer ORDERS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. In light of new written, changing state guidance, this Order revises the prior order 

issued by the Orange County Health Officer on March 17, 2020.  The March 17, 

2020, order is no longer in effect as of the effective date and time of this Order. 

 

2. Except as provided herein, nothing in this document prohibits businesses or other 

entities from operating within Orange County.  Businesses and entities should operate 

in accordance with social distancing guidelines issued by the California Department 

of Public Health. 

 

3. Effective immediately, and continuing until 11:59 p.m., on March 31, 2020, public or 

private Gatherings, defined by the California Department of Public Health are 

prohibited.   See, CDPH Guidance for the Prevention of COVID-19 Transmission for 

Gatherings, dated March 16, 2020, available at  

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/C

OVID-19/cdph-guidance-gatherings-covid19-transmission-prevention-03-16-

2020.pdf 

 

Nothing in this Order prohibits the gathering of members of a household, family, or 

living unit, or the utilization of caregivers. 

 

4. This Order does not prohibit activities such as attendance at regular school classes, 

going to work, or performing essential services. In accordance with state guidance, 

certain activities are essential to the functioning of our County and must continue. 

Hence, with respect to the prohibition on Gatherings, this Order does not apply to 

essential public transportation, airport travel, shopping at a store, mall, or farmers’ 

market, or charitable food pantries and distributions, or to congregate living 

situations, including dormitories and homeless encampments. See, 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Guidance.aspx 

 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/cdph-guidance-gatherings-covid19-transmission-prevention-03-16-2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/cdph-guidance-gatherings-covid19-transmission-prevention-03-16-2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/cdph-guidance-gatherings-covid19-transmission-prevention-03-16-2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Guidance.aspx


2 

 

5. In accordance with written guidance issued on March 16, 2020 by the California 

Department of Public Health, relating to Retail Food, Beverage, and Other Related 

Service Venues, (1) all bars and other business establishments that serve alcohol and 

do not serve food shall close; and (2) all movie theatres, gyms, and health clubs shall 

close.  Food and beverage establishments, food trucks, grocery stores and charitable 

food distribution sites, and certified farmers’ markets are required to follow guidance 

released from the California Department of Public Health on March 16, 2020.  All 

food served shall be by delivery, or through pick-up or drive-through.  For purposes 

of food delivery and pick-up, social distancing, defined as maintaining a six- foot 

separation per person for non-family members, shall be required. 

 

6. In accordance with Interim Guidance for Businesses and Employers issued by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, employers shall not require a healthcare 

provider’s note for employees who are sick with acute respiratory illness to validate 

their illness or to return to work, as healthcare provider offices and medical facilities 

may be extremely busy and not able to provide such documentation in a timely way. 

 

Guidance 

 

7. A strong recommendation is made that all persons who are 65 years and older, or 

have a serious chronic medical condition (like heart disease, lung disease, and 

diabetes), or have a compromised immune system remain at home consistent with 

guidance provided by the California Department of Public Health on Self-Isolation 

for Older Adults and Those Who Have Elevated Risk. 

 

8. A strong recommendation is made for persons exhibiting mild to moderate symptoms 

of COVID-19 to self-isolate themselves in their place of residence unless seeking 

medical care.  

 

9. A strong recommendation is made that all businesses enact social distancing, 

increased sanitation standards, and make every effort to use telecommuting for its 

workforce. 

 

10. A strong recommendation is made that all residents are to heed any orders and 

guidance of state and local health officials related to COVID-19. 

 

General Provisions 

 

11. This Order and Guidance is necessary to protect and preserve the public health from, 

and prevent, the increasing transmission of COVID-19 in California and the 

significant risk of widespread introduction and transmission of COVID-19 into the 

County.    

 




