ORANGE COUNTY
CONTINUUM OF CARE BOARD
CANDIDATE INTEREST FORM

ATTACHMENT A

Date: 11'16-21
name:  Leigh (Lee) White
Agency: n/a

1. Please select the seat you are interested in filling

|:| McKinney-Vento Representative

|:|Veteran Representative

L] Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Entitlement Jurisdiction or Funded Agency/ Recipient Agency
|:|At-Large Seat: Affordable Housing Development Background and Expertise

|:|At-Large Seat: Expertise on Homeless Services and/or Subpopulation focus: (please check one)

[ ]Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC)
|:|Diversion

[ JFamilies

[LeBTQ

[ ]People with disabilities

[ ]Prevention

[ JrRapid Rehousing

[ ]Transitional Aged Youth

[O]At-Large Seat (with no focused area of expertise)

2. What is your interest in serving on the Continuum of Care Board?

Two words: Kelly Thomas. He is my reason. | have been doing independent direct outreach once a week for almost
8 years now in Fullerton, CA. | am not associated with a church, charity, or government. During this time, | have
been independently helping a wide range of people (ages, ethnicities, and circumstances, as well as veterans) who
are homeless at the exact spot at the Fullerton Transportation Center where Kelly was killed. It is often referred to as
“Kelly’s Corner.” | immediately became a quick study on the real issues people who are homeless and homeless
mentally ill are facing. | listen to them when no one else does. My addition to your board would give you direct,
authentic, and real time insight to what is happening to people living on the streets right now. I've been doing
outreach for once a week at night for almost 8 years now. | am a strong and resourceful advocate looking to help
homeless folks even more. Being on your board would enhance what | already do to make the world a more
compassionate place. Together, we can accomplish a lot right now.




3. Provide a summary of your experience with the Continuum of Care.

My fellow advocate Curtis Gamble said | would be a good fit for your organization. And | am. | have never been
homeless or needed assistance but | understand the challenges homeless folks and mentally ill folks face every day
because over the last eight years, I've listened to them without judgment. | have heard their stories and experience. |
have respected them. Throughout my life | have always been a helper and a doer. While | attended CSU Fullerton, |
was a Resident Advisor at the dorms and worked with 400 students dealing with major life issues such as drug
abuse, sexual orientation, racism, violence, gambling, sexism, and more. Even though | have no experience working
with your specific organization, | have worked on behalf of the homeless with care agencies (upper management to
case workers), Homeless Liaison Police Officers, social workers, and local city government. | am exceptional at
establishing rapport and maintaining consistent communication with all of the above for the greater good of those in
need.

4. Provide your experience and perspective on the Homeless Service System, Housing First, and
Homeless Policies relevant to the Continuum of Care.

I am looking to help those homeless folks that often get overlooked: the middled aged and elderly, mentally ill
homeless and homeless singles of all ages. Too often, homeless families and single parents with children are given
priority for help. | have watched the above mentioned homeless segments feel marginalized and ignored. | want to
change that. ALL homeless people need help. | believe the no walk-up policy at Orange County shelters needs
modification. Throughout the years, I've engaged with many homeless women and homeless trans people on the
streets scared to death that will get raped, beaten up, or killed on the streets. The no walk-up policy and the
reservation policy are making it harder for homeless people to feel safe. Everyone of us deserves to feel safe.
Everyone of us deserves a safe place to sleep, healthy & regular meals, medical care, drug rehab, and more. We
have got to be more accessible to everyone.

5. Summarize your Coordinated Entry System and Homeless Management Information System
experience.

My fellow advocate Curtis Gamble said | would be a good fit for your organization. And | am. | have never been
homeless but | understand the challenges homeless folks and mentally ill folks face every day because over the last
eight years, I've listened to them without judgment. | have heard their stories and experience. | have respected them.
Throughout my life | have always been a helper and a doer. While | attended CSU Fullerton, | was a Resident Advisor
at the dorms and worked with 400 students dealing with major life issues such as drug abuse, sexual orientation,
racism, violence, gambling, sexism, and more. | even saved a girl that tried to commit suicide. For real. Even though |
have no experience working with your specific organization, | have worked for years with care agencies (upper
management to case workers), Homeless Liaison Police Officers, police officers in general, social workers, and local
city government. | am exceptional at establishing rapport and maintaining consistent communication with all of the
above for the greater good of those in need. | have a Bachelor's degree in Communications from CSU Fullerton. For
over 25 years, my career has been in marketing. | am well-spoken, tenacious, detail-oriented, and very focused on
immediate solutions as well as long term goals to give homeless folks better and more trusted services and housing. |
get things done. You need me.




Please disclose any interest in all programs and agencies in which you have an interest in, financial
or otherwise, whether as owner, employee, consultant or contractor. This section is not intended
to screen for disqualification but is used to ensure mitigation of future potential conflicts of
interest and will be taken into consideration in your application.

I'm an independent volunteer trying to make the world better in any way | can. Like | said, | do direct outreach. That's
where the truth and the answers are. I've worked at the same OC graphic design firm full-time for 24 years as a writer
and illustrator. My employer is very aware of my advocacy and it's no problem to attend COC meetings.

If applying for an At-Large Seat that represents a specific area of expertise or population with
unique service needs, please explain your past experience and work towards ending homelessness
utilizing your experience and expertise.

| am looking to help those homeless folks that often get overlooked: the middled aged and elderly, mentally ill
homeless and homeless singles of all ages. Too often, homeless families and single parents with children are given
priority for help. | have watched the above mentioned homeless segments feel marginalized and ignored. | want to
change that. All homeless people need help.

One of the people | primarily worked with was a homeless man gravely disabled with schizophrenia. It took me 6
years to get him agree to housing and help. During this time, | learned on my own through consistent visits with this
man on the street as well as others, what it was like for them to be homeless with mental illness. Within that time, |
gained his trust which was not easy.l read several books and talked with several health practitione to learn more. | got
this schizophrenic him to accept food, water, and new shoes and clothes. Got him medical help when he got scabies
multiple times, maggots, and lice. Learned how to use hair clippers because he wanted haircuts. Found his family
who are out of state and wanted nothing to do with him but got his full medical history. Took him shopping. Took him
to holiday dinner services at the Placentia church for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Got him a care agency that | had
to truly stay on top of to ensure he was getting consistent services in spite of case worker turnover. Got him social
security. That led to permanent housing. His care agency got him a cell phone and we stayed in touch that way during
the pandemic. | want to join this board to help people in need even more. On May 15, 2021, he died from an
overdose. The tox came back that is was an overdose of fentanyl, meth, and oxy.It broke my heart and | am still
grieving this tremendous loss. He never showed any sign of using street drugs. Not een his case workers thought so. |
helped his family through the extremely emotion grieving process. But this man, who over the years became one of
my best friends, would want me to help people even more in his name. So here | am. That is what | am trying to do
now. I'm looking to expand my advocacy due to the extreme rise in fentanyl overdose deaths in Orange County which
are up a whopping 1000%! I've written 3 obits for homeless folks in Fullerton that I've known who died from
overdoses. That is 3 too many.
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