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Orange County Healthcare Agency is working on analyzing CAIR2 data with the goal to asses 
immunizaƟon coverage for a variety of vaccines across Orange County.  Our iniƟal project has 
been to assess the % of Orange County children who received a dose of hepaƟƟs be vaccine 
within the first three days aŌer birth (a birth dose).  We are currently assessing coverage and 
individual birthing faciliƟes and will be working with these faciliƟes to validate our data against 
birth facility records, with the goal of sharing that data in our next issue. The ACIP recommends 
that all infants weighing > 2,000 gm receive a birth dose within 24 hours of birth hƩps://
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/rr/rr6701a1.htm.  

Data Corner—HepaƟƟs B Birth Dose Highlights of this Issue  

On  September 12, 2023 , the CDC’s Advisory CommiƩee on ImmunizaƟon PracƟces (ACIP) voted in favor recommendaƟons for the use of the new 2023‐2024 

COVID vaccine.  The latest vaccine is a monovalent vaccine formulated to more closely match the strains of SARS‐CoV‐2 anƟcipated to circulate this winter.   

Everyone six‐months and older should receive at least one dose of the 2023‐2024 vaccine.  Unvaccinated children six‐months through 4 years  

of age needs to complete a primary series consisƟng of three doses of Pfizer– BioNtech or two doses of the Moderna vaccine.  Children in this 

age group should receive all doses using doses from the same manufacturer.  Children 6 months through 4 years of age who have previously 

been vaccinated are recommended to receive 1 or 2 doses depending on history and Ɵming of previous COVID vaccine doses. Immunocom‐

promised individuals may be eligible for addiƟonal doses.  Those 12 years and older who have not received a 2023‐2024 mRNA vaccine they 

may receive an 2023‐2024 Novavax COVID‐19; previously unvaccinated individuals may receive two Novavax doses.  See the CDC’s Interim 

Clinical ConsideraƟons for Use of COVID‐19 Vaccines in the United States for the complete guidance.  

As was discussed in our previous issue  COVID‐19 vaccines are now distributed though the commercial marketplace.  PaƟents should discuss 

with their provider who usually administers vaccines about availability.  Providers should  use their usual channels, such as manufacturers or  

distributors.  The federal government is funding  COVID‐19 vaccines for uninsured and underinsured individuals through some pharmacies and 

Federally Qualified Community Health Centers.  One can search at Vaccines.gov to find a site near you. 
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EducaƟon Update 

California Department of Public Health (CDPH)  is now running a Weekly CDPH ImmunizaƟon Update for Providers every Friday from 9:00‐

10:30.  These sessions will cover a wide range of immunizaƟon topics and includes Ɵme to ask CDPH immunizaƟon experts your quesƟons.  

Click here to register to aƩend. 
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RSV is a seasonal respiratory that is the leading cause of hospitalizaƟon among U.S. infants.  In addiƟon, 
each season RSV has been esƟmated to cause between 60,000 – 160,000 hospitalizaƟons and 6,000  ‐
10,000 deaths among adults aged > 65 years older adults.  This year new opportuniƟes  are available to  
decrease the burden of RSV hospitalizaƟons in both of these groups. 

On June 21, 2023 the ACIP recommended that adults aged > 60 years  may receive a single dose of RSV 
vaccine in the context of shared decision‐making between paƟents and their provider. 

On August 3, 2023  the ACIP recommended  the use of a dose Nirsevimab (a long‐acƟng monoclonal anƟbody, for the prevenƟon of RSV)  for 

all infants aged < 8 months  who are born during or entering their first RSV season and for infants and children 8‐19 months wo are at in‐

creased risk for severe RSV disease and are entering their second season.  On September 22, 2023, CDC recommended the RSV vaccine for 

pregnant people at 32 through 36 weeks gestaƟon during the months of September—January to prevent RSV lower respiratory tract infecƟon 

in infants, (MMWR October 13, 2023/72(41);115‐1122). In addiƟonal to RSV vaccine, conƟnue to strongly recommend updated COVID vaccine 

and flu vaccines as well as Tdap (at 27‐36 weeks gestaƟon). It is safe to co‐administer RSV, COVID, flu, and Tdap on the same day. Most infants 

born to mothers who received a dose of RSV vaccine during their recent pregnancy do not need a dose of Nirsevimab. While Nirsevimab is not 

a tradiƟonal acƟve immunizaƟon vaccine, the administraƟon of monoclonal anƟbodies is  a means of passive immunizaƟon. Nirsevimab is 

available through the Vaccines for Children (VFC) for those who are VFC eligible.  

A reminder that the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has moved the school reporƟng to the CAIR Hub.  In addiƟon, 

CDPH wants to remind school and Child Cares that the  deadline for submiƫng data related to required vaccinaƟons is December 

1, 2023.  

Respiratory SynsiƟal Virus (RSV) vaccines 

Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccines 

Schools, Child Care Sites and Vaccines 

Thank You and Be Safe 
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Seasonal Influenza Vaccine 

A reminder that it is Ɵme to vaccinate against seasonal influenza virus.  The significant update from the ACIP was that even indi‐

viduals with a history of severe egg allergy are eligible to receive any of the age appropriate seasonal influenza vaccines.  Influen‐

za vaccinaƟon should be offered thought the end of the season.  Finally, to remind health care providers and emergency respond‐

ers, that there are Orange County Health Officer Orders mandaƟng they be vaccinated against seasonal influenza unless they 

have a medical or religious exempƟon. 

This year the ACIP approved recommendaƟons for the use of 20‐valent pneumococcal vaccine (PCV20) 
for children and adults. 

For children 2‐23 months of age, either 15–valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine PCV15 or PCV20 
may be used following the currently recommended schedule.. 

Children age 2‐18 years with  any risk condiƟons may be eligible for a dose of PCV20 depending on 
their prior pneumococcal vaccinaƟon history. 

For adults the ACIP recommendaƟons specify the use of either PCV20  alone or PCV15 in series with 23
‐valent pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine (PPSV23) for all adults age > 65 years and for adults aged 

19‐64 with certain underlying condiƟons or other risk factors who have not received a PCV or whose vaccinaƟon is unknown.  
ACIP recommends use of either a single dose of PCV20 or ≥1 dose of PPSV23 for adults who have started their pneumococcal 
vaccine series with PCV13 but have not received all recommended PPSV23 doses.  Shared clinical decision‐making is recommend‐
ed regarding use of a supplemental PCV20 dose for adults aged ≥65 years who have completed their recommended vaccine se‐
ries with both PCV13 and PPSV23.    


